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The M.A.C. ïArts and Cultural Activity

The Moonah Arts Centre is DƭŜƴƻǊŎƘȅΩǎcommunity arts
centre and is part of Glenorchy City /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎArts &
CulturalDevelopmentSection. TheMoonahArts Centreis
a focus for arts and cultural activity in GlenorchyCity,
aiming to provide opportunities for the enjoyment,
appreciationand discoveryof the arts and culture in our
localcommunity

Each year the Moonah Arts Centre develops an Annual 
Program of activities spanning a range of art forms and 
aiming to reflect a diverse range of ideas, media, artistic 
styles and practice as well as providing opportunities for 
the community to have access to and communicate with 
artists, their work and their processes.  Components are:

- Exhibition Program
- Concert Series
- Workshop Program
- School Holiday Activities 
- Special Events
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Principals for the new Moonah Arts Centre

Theprinciplesfor the newMACwere :-

Å The new MoonahArts Centre must remain a facility that provides diverse 
community access to participation in the arts.

Å It will provide a diverse curated annual program in the visual arts, performance and 
live music, a multi arts school holiday program, a multi arts workshop program, 
entry level presentation and resource opportunities for digital and screen culture.

Å It will be a people focused place with the emphasis on social and cultural 
interaction.

Å It will not be a large scale impersonal or intimidating facility.

ÅLǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άsmall and fabulousέ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ.

Å The facility must be able to be managed by a core group of staff and be able to be 
used and accessed by a broad range of community groups and individuals.
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Project Funding

In March 2012 the GlenorchyArts & CultureAdvisoryCommittee,a SpecialCommitteeof
Councilwhoserole is to provideadviceand support to Councilon the developmentof arts
and cultural development in the City met with the Independentmember for Dennison
Andrew Wilkie. The Committee is comprised of two Aldermanic representativesand
communityand arts representativesfrom a wide crosssectionof art forms and practices.
This group has been passionatein its support of the Moonah Arts Centre but also
passionateabout the future opportunitiesfor arts andcommunitycultural developmentin
Glenorchy. Theirdiscussionwith Andrewfocusedon the ambitionsfor a newartscentreand
the limitations inherent in the old facility. It was from this discussionthat Councilwas
invitedto submita BusinessCaseandProjectFundingProposalto the FederalGovernment.

TheGlenorchyCity Council(G.C.C.) received$4.0 million from the AustralianGovernment
through the Departmentof RegionalAustralia,LocalGovernment,Arts and Sport in June
2012to "providea newfacility for the performingandvisualarts in Glenorchyto replacethe
existingMoonahArts/ŜƴǘǊŜά.

G.C.C. undertooka fundsmanagementinvestmentprogramthat sawall project fundsbeing
investedinto a fixed term investmentaccount. Thiscommitment to ensuringthat interest
fundswere re-investedinto the project sawthe fundsavailablefor the project increaseto
$4.4 million.
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Design Concepts

Concept1 Thebuilding asaΨ{ǘŀƎŜΩ

Concept2 Fourspacesdesignatedby
simplebut distinctive forms

Concept3 Principlespacesare inter-
linked andflexible

Concept4 Identity andCommunication

Concept5 Enhancethe liveableurban
spaceof Main Road,Moonah
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Concept6 Exampleof environmentally
responsibledesign
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Environmentally responsible design elements

Å Thecentre is energyefficient leadingto substantialongoingenergycost savings. After
ƛǘΩǎfirst winter period (with Tasmanianbuildings being energy hungry in the colder
months) the facility is estimated to have saved $46,000.00 on energy consumption
comparedto a buildingof similarsizewithout suchfeatures.

Å Thebuildingwasconstructedon the principalof beingcarbonneutral.

Å The building has a reduced environmental impact when compared to a congenital
equivalentbuilding;

Å Thebuildingisa healthbuildingthroughits useof materialsandnaturalventilation.
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Environmentally responsible design elements

Environmentalsustainablefeaturesof the MoonahArtsCentreinclude:-

Å Heat recoverysystemson external walls that provide natural heating for the cost of
runninga domesticsizedair fan;

Å 20kWSolarpanelsystemwhichis linkedbackinto the commercialgrid;

Å Low energy consumption fittings, including LEDexhibition and performance lighting
systems;

Å Fully insulated building, including under-slab / slab walls, walls insulation, ceiling
insulationanddoubleglazedwindows;

Å Onlyair-conditionedspacewithin the buildingis the PerformanceSpace. All other areas
arenaturallyventilated,includingthe officesandmeetingrooms;

Å Hydronicfloor andradiator heatingsystemto all occupiedspacesthat utilisesmainsgas
supply, but can be switched over to use recycled oil (when it becomesfinancially
sustainablewithin the Tasmaniancommercialsector);

Å Natural finishesto building materials. For exampleconcretebenchesto the café,zinc
finished wall cladding, natural cement sheet wall cladding, polished concrete floor
finishes; etc.
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The building in use
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The building in use


