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Judge Report 
 

SUSTAINABLE CITIES 2013 

From August to October 2013 a review was conducted of the State Finalists of the Keep Australia Beautiful 

Sustainable Cities Awards. The Cities of Launceston for Tasmania, Canada Bay for New South Wales, Moreland 

for Victoria, Brisbane for Queensland, Marion for South Australia, Swan for Western Australia plus the Canberra 

Indian Myna Eradication Group on behalf of the Australian Capital Territory were all visited. The Northern Territory 

did not submit an entrant in 2013. 

 

The visits provided ground truthing for the nominations submitted for the Award program and presented an 

opportunity to meet the people involved in the initiatives that were contained within them. The visits also provided 

an opportunity to develop an understanding of the context within which the programs and initiatives are delivered. 

 

The document represents a report on those visits and contains recommendations for the winners of the 

categories, highly commended winners and the ultimate Sustainable City Award. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report has been prepared for the Keep Australia Beautiful Sustainable Cities Awards for 2013. 

The Sustainable Cities Awards celebrate the local sustainability achievements of urban communities across 

Australia. The objective of the Awards is to recognise, encourage and celebrate the commitment of local 

government, individuals and organisations working in partnership within urban Australian cities to ensure their 

communities become more sustainable. 

 

The Sustainable Cities Awards encompass key aspects of sustainability and commend the combination of 

cooperation, innovation, on-ground action and outcomes that support the efforts of each of the State and Territory 

finalists. 

 

The judging process involved desktop reviews of substantial submissions and support materials, telephone and 

email conversations plus a full day site visit to each of the communities to gain a better understanding of the 

submissions. 

 

It is recommended to the Review Panel that the accolade of the overall Australian Sustainable City Award for 

2013 be presented the City of Marion, South Australia. This report also contains recommendations for eight 

category award winners and some highly commended awards. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
It is declared for the purpose of transparency that Cameron Little, author of this report, has no pecuniary or other 

interests in, or connections to, any of the State and Territory finalists. This judging support was provided on a 

voluntary basis with relevant travel and accommodation expenses covered by the Keep Australia Beautiful 

National Office. 
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AWARD CATEGORY RECOMMENDATIONS 

Category: COMMUNITY ACTION AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Category Overview: 

Recognises achievement in community and civic beautification, presentation, health, wellbeing and pride. Also 

recognises partnerships between government, business, industry and local community networks. 

 

Performance for each entry was evaluated against the following Category Specific Criteria: 

¶ Tidy, well-maintained approaches to cities, including signs and features. 

¶ Tidy, well-maintained business, retail and industrial areas. 

¶ Tidy, well-maintained public parks, gardens and sporting areas. 

¶ Tidy, well-maintained homes and private gardens. 

¶ Tidy, well-maintained streets, including footpaths, verges and median strips. 

¶ Established Action Group or similar. 

¶ Community involvement in the preparation and implementation of management plans/strategies for the 

city/region. 

¶ Involvement of youth groups, schools and clubs in positive community engagement activities. 

¶ Community celebrations associated with the city/region. 

¶ Evidence of partnerships/approaches that encourage health and wellbeing within the community. 

¶ Visible/measurable outcomes achieved as a result of community initiative and action. 

¶ Where appropriate, provision of visitor and tourist facilities, including toilets, picnic areas, barbecues, 

shaded playgrounds, car parks and tourist information services. 

¶ Adequate, well placed directional signage for parking, amenities, information services, tourist attractions. 

¶ Multi-lingual signs, and/or universal symbols for non-readers and non-English readers. 

¶ Appropriate access to and from public facilities and local attractions for the disabled and elderly. 

¶ Local government encouragement of, and assistance with, community care, presentation and 

enhancement. 

¶ Established community consultation policy and practice by local government. 

¶ Community forums and/or workshops arranged by local government. 

¶ Effective promotion of local government activities and services to the community. 

¶ Strong two-way communication between local government and the community. 

¶ Sound local government management and maintenance of local facilities, e.g. playgrounds, shower and 

toilet facilities, car parks, public open spaces, etc. 
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¶ Community/government partnerships on issues such as tourism plans, area/regional development plans, 

environmental or conservation management plans, public infrastructure development and/or local 

improvement and beautification. 

¶ Successful outcomes from community/government partnerships. 

¶ Programs to reduce environmental impact such as illegal dumping and graffiti removal. 

 

Recommended Category Winner: LAUNCESTON 

STANDOUT FEATURES: 

Throughout the judging process it was emphasized by all participants and clearly observable that a defining 

feature of the initiatives submitted was the high level of community and other stakeholder partnership. This was 

irrespective of the projects being reviewed ï whether it was energy related, water related, waste relate, youth 

related etc. The city of Launceston, its groups and volunteers were unequivocal that they were a strong and 

engaged community that demonstrates a strong participation ethic. 

 

The pride that the people of Launceston feel for their City and its unique environment with the stunning Cataract 

Gorge and River and surrounds can be seen and felt throughout the city. Throughout the judging visit people from 

the business community, community groups and program volunteers came out to sing the praises of their city and 

the strong partnerships that they undertake and enjoy for the betterment of their community. 

 

Fabulous initiatives that help to bring the community together in the Launceston region include the Harvest 

Farmers Market, the Symphony Under the Stars, Festivale and the Junior Arts Festival. Facilities like the 

Community Gardens are supported by the City and prized by the local communities. More detail about the City of 

Launcestonôs submission for this category can be found in the overall Launceston application to this awards 

program. 
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FIGURE 1: REVIEWING THE ENERGY AND WATER EFFICIENCY MEASURES AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AT THE LAUNCESTON POOL. EVERY ASPECT 

OF THE POOL CENTREõS DESIGN AND OPERATION INCORPORATED ENERGY AND WATER EFFICIENCY AND A CORE OBJECTIVE OF MAXIMISING THE 

UTILITY OF THE RESOURCE FOR THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY. 

 

FIGURE 2: A PARTNERSHIP APPROACH INVOLVING THE AURORA STADIUM SPORTS GROUND, LAUNCESTON CITY COUNCIL AND WITH ASSISTANCE 

FROM KAB SUPPORTED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A RANGE OF HIGHLY EFFECTIVE ENERGY, WATER AND WASTE SAVING INITIATIVES AT THE 

LAUNCESTON SPORTS GROUND. NEW WASTE & RECYCLING BINS WERE SECURED WITH A GRANT FROM KAB. 
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FIGURE 3: ENERGY MONITORING AT UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA. A STRONG AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL PARTNERSHIP EXISTS BETWEEN THE 

UNIVERSITY AND THE CITY OF LAUNCESTON. THERE ARE CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS UNDERWAY TO ESTABLISH NEW STUDENT HOUSING AND 

OTHER FACILITIES IN THE CITY IN WAYS THAT WILL PROVIDE THE BEST FACILITIES FOR THE STUDENTS AND HELP TO KEEP THE CITY VIBRANT. 

 

 

FIGURE 4: THE HISTORIC CONSERVATORY IS AN IMPORTANT TOURISM FEATURE OF LAUNCESTON, IS MANAGED BY A COMMUNITY GROUP WITH 

SUPPORT FROM THE CITY. IT IS HIGHLY VALUED AND ENORMOUSLY POPULAR WITH RESIDENTS AND VISITORS ALIKE WITHIN THE BEAUTIFUL AND 

POPULAR PARK WITHIN WHICH MANY COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELL BEING PROGRAMS ARE DELIVERED. 
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FIGURE 5: DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AND SUPPORT PROGRAMS THROUGH ôSELF HELP WORKPLACEõ ARE ENTHUSIASTICALLY SUPPORTED TO THE 

BENEFIT OF THE COMMUNITY AND THE PARTICIPANTS. RUN AS PROFITABLE BUSINESSES THEY PROVIDE MEANINGFUL ACTIVITIES AND AN 

IMPORTANT SUPPORT NETWORK FOR PARTICIPANTS. THEIR LOVE FOR THEIR WORKPLACE SHINES OUT TO ALL VISITORS AND CUSTOMERS FOR 

THE PRODUCTS THAT THEY PRODUCE. 

 

FIGURE 6: A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE CITY OF LAUNCESTON AND A LOCAL COMMUNITY LED TO THIS SPACE BEING REVITALISED FROM A 

DISUSED LANEWAY TO A FLOUISHING CITY COMMUNITY GARDEN AT THE RUSSELL STREET PARK. THE SURROUNDING LANDSCAPES WERE 

DESIGNED TO PROVIDE SPACE FOR BOTH PASSIVE COMMUNITY MEETUP TYPE RECREATION AND FOR THE LOW IMPACT ACTIVITES OF GROWING 

THEIR OWN FOOD, ALSO CONTRIBUTING TO THE LOCAL FOOD SECURITY. 
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FIGURE 7: SIMILARLY TO THE CITY COMMUNITY GARDEN THIS SUBURBAN SPACE REPRESENTS A FLOURISHING PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE 

LAUNCESTON COUNCIL AND A DISTINCT LOCAL COMMUNITY. IN ADDITION TO BEING A LARGE, FLOURISHING AND WELL MANAGED COMMUNITY 

GARDEN THIS SITE IS ADJACENT TO AN IMPORTANT COMMUNITY RUN BUSH REGENERATION PROJECT. THE GARDEN SHARES SPACE WITH A 

COUNCIL DEPOT AND THIS PROVIDES AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMUNITY AND STAFF TO INTERACT OVER COMMON INTERESTS OF 

GARDENS AND BUSH REGENERATION. 
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FIGURE 9: EXTREMELY POPULAR TOURISM EVENTS ARE HELD IN PARTNERSHIP 

BETWEEN THE CITY AND LOCAL BUSINESSES SUCH AS THIS CONCERT AT A LOCAL, 

AWARD WINNING WINERY AND RESTAURANT. 

FIGURE 8: THE SCENES ABOVE ARE FROM ACTIVE LAUNCESTON, THE EXTREMELY POPULAR COUNCIL / UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA / COMMUNITY 

PARTNERSHIP DESIGNED TO ENGAGE THE LOCAL COMMUNITY IN IMPROVED FITNESS AND HEALTHY LIFESTYLES. IT IS SO POPULAR, USING 

COMMUNITY PARKS, THAT IT HAS WAITING LISTS TO JOIN IN 




















































